
Important Dates 
• • • 

Open House  

August 15th  

VJ vs Ridgeland  

 August 17th 

Mr. & Miss VJ 

applications due  

August 21st 

Homecoming applications 

can be picked-up  

August 23rd 

Homecoming campaigning  

 August 28-31st 

JROTC Get to College  

August 29-30th 

  

 

 

Welcome Message from Principal Kirkland  
Justin Love, Junior  

Mr. Kirkland is a graduate 

of Alcorn State University 

and Mississippi College. 

He has been an educator 

for twenty-three years. Mr. 

Kirkland loves his job so 

much that he stated, "It is a 

privilege to work at Velma 

Jackson High School.” Mr. 

Kirkland’s goal for the 

2017-18 school year is to 

grow and improve as a 

school, faculty and staff. 

Also, he feels that a lot of 

practice and repetition is 

vital to improving 

academics and test scores. 

In his spare time, Mr. 

Kirkland enjoys golf and 

watching football.  

 

From the Desk of Ms. Green 
Edward Sims, Sophomore  

Ms. Perry Green is entering her 

fourth year at Velma Jackson 

High School. She attended 

Belhaven University and 

Mississippi College to get her 

degrees to become an educator. 

She taught elementary and 

middle school from 2nd to 8th 

grade. She did not want to 

pursue any other career other 

than becoming an educator. She 

says, “Education is her calling.”  

She believes Velma Jackson High 

School will continue to soar and 

improve academically every year.  

Also, Ms. Green believes that the 

students at Velma Jackson have 

greatness in them and they are 

most definitely equipped and 

well-able to become anything 

they want to be in life. 
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“Soaring Higher to 

Success” 



Meet the In-School 

Suspension 

Teacher 

Mrs. Alicia Kyles is the In-

School Suspension teacher at 

Velma Jackson High School.  

She is a graduate of Holmes 

Community College.  Mrs. 

Kyles is happily married and 

she has two beautiful children.  

While interviewing Mrs. 

Kyles, she stated that she 

really enjoys working at 

Velma Jackson High School, 

especially with the students.  

She truly believes in 

encouraging students to strive 

to be the best that they can be.  

As an educator, Mrs. Kyles 

feels that it is exceptionally 

important to graduate from 

high school and to become 

successful citizens.  

Antwain Dixon, Senior 

Introducing Mrs. 

Macy McCombs 

Mrs. Macy McCombs worked 

freight as a sales associate at 

Office Depot in Oxford, 

Mississippi, before joining the 

VJHS staff. She was born and 

raised in Mississippi. Also, 

Mrs. McCombs taught a 

grammar skills class in 

graduate school and she loved 

it. The two main things she 

expects from her students is 

that they try their best every 

day and to always display a 

positive attitude. She was a 

teacher’s assistant at the 

University of Mississippi, but 

this is her first time ever 

teaching high school. In her 

spare time, Mrs. McCombs 

enjoys reading non-fiction 

books and exercising. 

Henry Howard, Senior 

Student 

Perspectives  

The first year of high school 

went by in a blur and now we 

are in the middle - our second 

year at VJHS.  With just two 

more years to go in high 

school, we are focusing on 

passing our state tests, 

continuing to make good 

grades, deciding on what 

college we will attend, 

obtaining our Driver’s 

Learners Permit, and some us 

will begin looking for a part-

time job. It is quite hard to 

believe that we have two 

years left in high school.  

With the being said, we 

would like to welcome 

everyone Back to School for 

the 2017 -2018 school year at 

Velma Jackson High School.  

At VJHS, we look forward to 

having an exciting school year! 

More importantly, this is 

going to be a productive and 

successful school year for 

everyone, especially the 

students.  Students, please 

make sure you are present 

every day and ready to tackle 

each day with an open mind.  

Lastly, as we move forward 

each day, we should not only 

focus on making progress. 

Instead, we should “Soar as 

Falcons” throughout the 

school year. As sophomores, 

we hope and pray that the 

2017-18 school year is just as 

rewarding as our first year. 

Nala Johnson & Freida Hamblin, 

Sophomores 

As a junior, coming back to 

school this year is truly a 

bittersweet moment for us. It 

feels like yesterday that we 

were starting off as freshmen 

at VJ. In the blink of an eye, 

we will be graduating and 

walking across the stage to 

start a new life in 2019. 

Overall, Velma Jackson High 

School has been a great 

experience for the both of us, 

and we are ecstatic to see 

what memories we will make 

as juniors. The teachers have 

been wonderful, and our 

friends have been amazing 

too. For the three years that 

we have been at VJ, we have 

learned to be comfortable in 

our own skin. 



August Birthdays 

 

Nicolas Jackson   4th  

Edrea Magee   6th  

Coach Draine  12th  

Derrick Carter  17th  

Jalesse Washington     20th  

Henry Howard  25th 

Justin Love   25th 

Jace Eldridge  29th 

Anthony Scott  30th  

Unique Webber  30th  

Ariel Johnson  31st 

Mrs.T. Brown   31ST 

   

 

Three years ago, we were 

entering high school and we 

were super excited. Now, we 

are elated because we are 

almost done with high school, 

and we are looking forward to 

entering college. We came to 

VJHS with a strong mind and 

we will leave with the same 

mindset. In 2019.  When it is 

time for us to exit the doors of 

VJ, we will not forget where 

we came from and how VJ has 

prepared us for college.  

Velma Jackson High School is 

a school full of amazing 

people, it is a great learning 

environment, and it is a place 

that will always be with us no 

matter where we are.  

Ja’Kyla Garrett & Ty’ Asia 

Smith, Juniors 

 

 

 

 

Upon coming back to school, 

we realized it is the first day 

of our last year at VJHS. As 

seniors, we are expecting 

nothing but the best. The 

previous years have been 

great at Velma Jackson High 

School, because we have 

always had a lot of school 

spirit and the teachers are 

wonderful at teaching and 

encouraging us to do our 

absolute best. Therefore, the 

2017-2018 is expected to start 

with a bang and end with an 

explosion! 

Although we are seniors, we 

can fondly remember being 

lost freshmen walking 

nervously around VJ. Also, 

we have realized how fast 

time has flown by. Time truly 

does not wait on anyone.  Yes, 

we are super excited about 

being seniors and it is quite 

amazing how we have 

matured since our freshman 

year. As seniors, we look 

forward to having an 

incredible school year, 

making learning fun, as well 

as creating lifelong memories.  

Lastly, it is important for us to 

take in all we can, so that we 

can be successful in life and in 

college. 

Ankeria Reed & Tamera Jackson, 

Seniors 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Guidance Counselor 
Cal’Detria Anderson & Makala Williamson, Freshmen 

 

We had the pleasure of interviewing the school’s guidance counselor, Dr. Candice 

Allison. She has been at Velma Jackson High School for five years.  Her goal at 

VJHS is to help all students identify their personal education and career goals, 

which will ensure that they become productive and contributing citizens of their 

community.  Dr. Allison is a graduate of Mississippi College where she 

obtained her Doctorate degree in December 2015. Also, Dr. Allison stated that she 

taught Social Studies for three years and she was a reading teacher for three years, 

too. She served as a Speech Therapist for three years as well.  Lastly, Dr. Allison 

informed us that the National ACT test will be held on September 9, 2017.  The 

school's College Fair is scheduled for September 12, 2017 from 9:00 A.M. - 12:00 

P.M, and it is for juniors and seniors only. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Education is the passport to the future, for tomorrow belongs to those who prepare for it 

today” – Malcom X 
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